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NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP
DECEMBER 31, 2020
Opening Voluntary
*Hymn of Invocation
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O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

LSB 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past

*Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

*Opening Sentences
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.
P
C

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

P
C

Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

*Confession
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Gracious Lord, I have sinned greatly in this year against You and my fellowman,
As I look back, it is hard to understand that You have already forgiven my sins
by the blood of your Son. I am sorry for all my sins committed in thought, word,
and deed, and I ask for the continued assurance of Your grace and forgiveness,
that O may be able to forgive myself and others as well. Be merciful unto me for
Jesus’ sake, Amen.

*Absolution
C Amen.
*Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…
C Amen.
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Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 30:15–17

For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be
saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, 16and you
said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride
upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 17A thousand shall flee at the
threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top
of a mountain, like a signal on a hill.
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P
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Romans 8:31b–39
31

32

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
36
As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.”
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
P
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

*Holy Gospel
Luke 12:35–40
35
[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men
who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants
whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for
service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in
the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But
know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
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L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

*Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

LSB 899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night
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Sermon

“Redeeming the Time”

Psalm 90:10, 12

Voluntary
*Litany
P
C

Sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.

P
C

As we enter a New Year, we sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.

P

As we struggle through division and uncertainty, we look to Christ for unity and in
hope, and we sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.

C
P
C
P
C

As we consider our sins and failures of the past year, we look to Christ for
forgiveness, and we sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.
As we seek to love our neighbors and enemies, we look to Christ for guidance, and
we sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.
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P
C
P
C
P

As we run the race set before us, we look to Christ for endurance, and we sing to the
Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.
As we mourn those who have died in the past year, we look to Christ for comfort,
and we sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.

C

As we lay down our brokenness at the foot of the cross, we look to Christ for
forgiveness and victory, and we sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things. Amen.

P

We further pray for those in need on this eve, for…

*Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
*Preface
P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

P

We should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Almighty Father, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us
6

a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore, with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
*Sanctus

*The Words of Our Lord
*Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

*Agnus Dei
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The Distribution
Distribution Hymn

LSB 622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared
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Distribution Hymn

LSB 637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

*Nunc Dimittis
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*The Dismissal
*Thanksgiving
P

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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P

We pray. . .

P

The Lord be with you.

*Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.

*Benediction
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*Hymn to Depart

LSB 917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

*Silent Prayer
Closing Voluntary
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